
Haverhill Family History Group  

Remembers VJ Day 

Sunday 16th August 2015 
 

Well over fifty people joined members and friends of the Haverhill Family History Group and the local branch 

of the Royal British Legion at the Haverhill Cemetery for a guided walk to commemorate the 70th 

Anniversary of VJ Day and to remember those Far East Casualties and POWs from Haverhill. 

The Chairman of the Haverhill Family History Group, Brian Thompson, 

welcomed everyone and invited the Mayor of Haverhill, Councillor Betty 

McLatchy to say a few words and formally open proceedings. Bryan Mills, 

Chairman of the Royal British Legion (Haverhill branch), then led the dedication 

which included the playing of the last post and reveille by Bryan Good of the 

Haverhill Silver Band.          Bryan Good 

 

The group were then led around the cemetery where they 

heard about local people who found themselves in the Far 

East in 1942. They listened to accounts describing the 

three and a half years that followed the Fall of Singapore, 

life stories of the casualties and finally the repatriation 

back home of the surviving men. 

 

Judith Rye recalling the life of Ernest John Barrett (The 

second of Haverhill’s casualties) 

 

The moving life stories of 12 casualties from 

Haverhill, three of whom died fighting and nine 

as prisoners of war were told. Six of these 

Servicemen are remembered in inscriptions 

on their parent’s graves which were visited 

during the tour. 
 

Paul Freeman recounting the life of Philip Roy 

Clifford Freeman, the last Haverhill Casualty 

and sadly, the Uncle that Paul was never to 

meet. 
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Haverhill men who returned home 
 

Allen PW 

Backler G 

Baker F 

Barber L 

Basham AW 

Bowers (Bunny) 

Brett EW 

Darking JA 

Farrant B 

Farrant A 

Farrant J 

Green A 

Gurteen WV 

Isaacs W 

Jennings VD 

 

Jobson E (Dick) 

Loveday R 

Marsh R 

Mayes C 

Mayes H 

Medcalf C 

Newman A 

Pannell A 

Pavey S 

Shearman PH 

Taylor E 

Thake E 

Thake CW 

Tuck L 

Turner CA 

 

 

 

The Haverhill Family History Group 

together with the Haverhill Local History 

Group have produced a display 

remembering VJ day in the Gillian 

Young Gallery at the rear of the Bistro 

area at the Arts Centre, Haverhill. This is 

available for viewing throughout the 

week.  

There is also a display, including 

memorabilia and photos, in the History 

Centre (next to the gallery). Opening 

times Thursday & Friday 2-4pm and 

Saturday 10.30am -3.30pm. 

Both displays will be available for 

viewing throughout August. 

 
            Andrea Grimes & Christopher Gurteen reading the  

             names of those men from Haverhill who returned. 

 

 

    

Harry Peter Ashard Earnest Barrett Frederick Chisnall Philip Roy Clifford 
 

 

The Haverhill Family History Group are compiling a ‘Roll of Honour’ for all Haverhill casualties who died in the First and 

Second World War. We are desperately short of photographs of individuals. Anyone who has a photograph and would like 

it included please email haverhill@suffolkfhs.org.uk or call 01440 712652 

Haverhill Casualties 
 

Ashard HP 

Barrett EJ 

Bigmore J 

Bradford EC 

Buttle CW 

Chisnall F 

Freeman PRC 

Radford SH 

Turner PW 

Taylor R 

Walters CH 

Webb GT 

mailto:haverhill@suffolkfhs.org.uk


The Victory in Europe celebrations in Haverhill were slightly muted as so many of the Town’s men were still 

incarcerated in the Far East. Here are some newspaper extracts from South West Suffolk Echo printed on 

the return of some of the FEPOWs after the Japanese surrendered. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Following the return home of the Haverhill men, many 

 joyous events took place with street parties taking place 

 across the town. 

 

 

 

 

 



Special thanks to all those who took part in the guided walk, including 

those members of the Haverhill Family History Group who researched 

these men for the ‘Roll of Honour’, and not forgetting of course, 

members of the Haverhill Branch 

of the Royal British Legion and 

the Air Cadet Squadron who prior 

to the event tidied up and placed 

poppy posies on the graves. 

  

 

We have received many emails and comments from guests; extracts can be read below. All of them are truly 

appreciated. 

 

 

“Thank you so much for all the hard work you and rest of the Committee 

put in to organising yesterday’s event; it was memorable indeed, and 

Sally and I were so pleased we could be there.” 

 

“Well done, it was beautifully put together and much appreciated by 

everyone I'm sure” 

 

“Thanks very much to all of you for all your hard work and a great 

afternoon remembering our dad he would have been so proud we 

remembered them!!” 

 

“And thank you all. You put a huge amount of time and effort into 

making the Cemetery Walk such a memorable event.” 

 

“Was lovely to be part of the walk well done to the organisers” 

 

“Thanks to your service Sunday, none of those men from Haverhill had 

made their sacrifices in vain” 

 

 

               The FEPOW Community motto is ‘Keep the candle burning’ 

          Everyone who was there Sunday helped to keep that candle burning. 

 

Two websites that may be of interest:- 
 

http://www.fepow-day.org/html/2015.htm 

http://www.fepow-community.org.uk/ 

http://www.far-eastern-heroes.org.uk/ 

    Haverhill Family History Group 

 

 

http://www.fepow-community.org.uk/

